The first Zen patriarch Bodhidharma brought Zen to China from India in the sixth century. According
to his biography recorded in the year 1004 by the Chinese teacher Dogen after nine years in China
Bodhidharma wished to go home and gathered his disciples about him to test their apperception.
Dofuku said: 'In my opinion truth is beyond affirmation or negation, for this is the way it moves.’
Bodhidharma replied: ‘You have my skin.” The nun Soji said: ‘In my view, it is like Ananda’s sight of
the Buddha-land — seen once and for ever.” Bodhidharma answered: ‘You have my flesh.” Dofuku
said: ‘The four elements of light, airiness, fluidity, and solidity are empty (i.e. inclusive) and the five
skandas are No-things. In my opinion, No-thing (i.e. spirit) is reality.” Bodhidharma commented: 'You
have my bones' Finally Eka bowed before the master - and remained silent. Bodhidharma said: 'you
have my marrow.’

Den forste zenpatriarken Bodhidharma forde zen fran Indien till Kina pa 500-talet. Enligt
hans biografi, nedtecknad ar 1004 av den kinesiske ldraren Dogen, 6nskade Bodhidharma
efter nio ar i Kina att atervanda hem och samlade sina larjungar omkring sig for att préva
deras insikt.

Dofuku sade: ”Enligt min mening 4r sanningen bortom bade bejakande och férnekande, ty sa
ror den sig.”

Bodhidharma svarade: ”Du har min hud.”

Nunnan Soji sade: “Enligt min uppfattning &r den som Anandas syn av Buddhalandet — sedd
en gang och for alltid.”

Bodhidharma sade: ”Du har mitt kott.”

Dofuku sade: ”De fyra elementen — ljus, luftighet, flytande och fast form — &r tomma (det vill
séga inkluderande), och de fem skandhas &r icke-ting. Enligt min mening &r icke-tinget (det
vill s&ga anden, medvetenheten) verkligheten.”

Bodhidharma kommenterade: ”Du har mina ben.”

Slutligen bugade Eka infér mastaren — och forblev tyst.

Bodhidharma sade: ”’Du har min mirg.”



